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THE CASE OF THE MINISTER’S WIFE.

:.ROM cne of my constlitoency comes
to ma s letter containing a request
which I cannot ignore. The writer
is the wife of a cl>rgyman and her
communication to me was called
forth by our talk on the page & few weeka
ago concerning unnecessary demands on
our tims. She writes:

" Mentally I am shak!ng hands with you
since reading your remarks about Inconaid-
arats callers. Such experiences as I have
bad!

“¥ am & minister's wife—that feminine
Enfortunate whom sll women feel free to
eriticise and to torture. First, [ lived iIna
parasonage and any Tom, Dick, or Harry In
tha town would knock at the rear door or
ring at the front entrance at any hour on
persopal errands with which I had no
concern,

*“ Callers fMnding a door unlocked would
ealmly walk {n and through the house untfl
they found my husband or me and before
that time they used keys to unlock my
houss doors until I requested that they be
turned over to us. The tslephone and door
bell rang day and night, especially if &
ehurch socinl was on hand, and those who
promised refreshments left cakes, lc=
creama, freegers, ete., at my home to be de-
livered at the proper place and time.

“Bunday afternoon, the one day whena
minister needs rest, we ware swamped with
callers. When Lucy lost her handkerchief
er Harry his pocketbook ¥ was asked to
®o to the church and hunt for them.

“Now, in another locality, my husband
kas strict ofMice hours and I 49 not see any-
one outside of regular culling hours, sej-
dom go to meeting, except to the lightly
attended ones. and do no church work
wwhatever. My husband has requestad that
the telephone be used only for necessary
businesa and never outside of office hours
unless in case of wickness or death or &
mimmilar emergency. My home |8 quiet and
restful for my family s & result and the
head of the house doea far more and bet-
ter church work and is quite & success,
where bafore he was & wornout. nervous
man and I a breathlesa, weary housowifs,

"I wish you would write something for
the Corner as to what is and what ias not
courtesy toward a minister's wife, The
sverage woman sesms sadly lacking in
knowledge on the subject and any minia-
ter's wife to whom I have talked has had
even worse esxperiences than mine. 1f
this lettar will save another woman the
torture I have endured I shall count it
a rich reward A Pansox's Wirs."

* *

Picture Not Overdrawn.

When I read such a letter as thst and
recollect my own experisnces as the wife
of a minister T feel T must have been an
exceptiopally fortuneate woman. Occa-
rtonal trifling annoyances thers were, but
they were merely pin pricka and could cer-
tainly not be dignifted by the name of ** tor-
ture.” No such trials as the writer's ever
cAmMe® MY wWaAY.

Nevertheless T have ss2en and heard
enough of the afMlictions of other ministers’

wives to be able to believe that her ple-
ture is not overdrmwn. These memories
join with her appeal to talk today about
the attitude of the membera of a congre-
gation toward the wifa of thelr pastor.

I know by my own past and by ohserva-
tionn 1 have made that in every household
of faith there are dear friends and helpers
for the wife of the clergyman. I know
also that in the hearts of many members
of the parish there is a conviction, acknowl-
edged or lgnored, but firm in elther case,
that the entire congregation has a sort of
proprietary right In the minister and hia
wife, 18 free to advise and to criticlse and
to take liberties that any one af the advisers
and critics would hotly resent if hestowed
upon harseif, :

I know also that In many churches thera
peemsE Lo exist an impression that whan
the clergymen was sngaged his wife was
considered as part of the bargaln; that her
pastoral duties, so far as church work,
calls. money raising =fforts, missionary
and charitable socleties go, are not second
to his, and that she Is expected to attend
service every time the bell ringa

In this connection I recall clearly a re-
mark I hsard made by a clergyvman who
wans delivering the charge to the people at
the installation of a minister. " Remem-
ber,"”” he said, ' that your pastor is & man
as well as a minister! '* I would alter his
remark to read in this case: ** Remembaor
that your pastor's wife Is a woman s well
as a parsoneas! ™

Bometimes I wonder just where began the
impression of the congregation that it had
a share in the clergyman’s wife. In Mra
Stowe's tales of old New England we read
of the reverence and respect in which thas
minister was held, and thess feelings ex-
tended to his wife. In those days there was
no talk of her being the servant of the
people. Yet my memory. which goes back
many years, recalls no period when It was
not felt In the majority of churches and
by the malority of parishioners that the
minister's wife had a distinct duty toward
her husband's charge, and she was severely
blamed If she falled to fulfill this. Even
today it exists in some churches.

» L
She Attended the Funerals.

“1T'm worn ta a wreck attending the
funeraly of the flock,”” a minister's wife
lamented to menot long ago. * There have
been elght or ten deaths In the pariah with-
in the last six weeks, and it has told upon
me terribly.”

“ But, my dear child, why do you go? "
1 cried.

"0, It wouldn't do If T dldn't! I alwasra
call at the house of mourning at least once
befors the funeral, and then go to that,
too. It's very wearing! "

After hearing that I was not astogished to
learn a week later that the victlm had
broken down with nervous prostration and
had been sent to a sanitarium!

Although it happened yesars ago. thera
still remains in my mind a call I recelved
one crually rainy day from the wife of a

minister. It was bhefore the days of street
cars. and she had walked through the
downpour Lo esk me if my hushand knew
anything of the whereabouts of a certain
colored laundress who attended her hus-
band's church and who had been reported
B2 in want. My caller's husband was in

death, I felt she had besn made a mar-
tyr to her hushand s charge. I never heard
that they were moved by remorse to mother
the six little chlldren she laft behind!

One plucky parson whom I knew en-
nounced boldly when he accepted a call
he wisked it to be clearly understood the

herself. She was not to be president of
the miaslonary society or of the benevo-
lent organization or of the church gulld
or to run the infant class.

This is an excellent position to take but
not easy to retaln unless the church paople
are in sympathy with it. When they are

esger for him to make toe best of his
chargs to throw herself into the work and
attempt dutles she has no businesss to as-
sume

I met such an one In a little country town
Iast spring. The rector was underpaid
and overworked. There was a cluster of
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‘Fyeryone 1s free Io criiicise the Minisiers wife"

bed with a coid and it was incumbent upon
her to look up the needy parishioner

The haggard. worn face, the utter weari-
ness of her whole drooping body touched
me to the heart When I learned a few
weeks later of her complete breakdown,
persistent insomnia., and then of her

congregation was engaging him and not
his wife She was In sympathy with his
@ was a devoled church worker,
but he Iinsisted s=he take only the part
which any earnest Christian woman would

feel she could perform without neglecting
her dutles to her home, her children, or

not backward to say the minister's wife
should be "' a true helpmate " and to polint
out how much maore efficient are the wives
of other clergymen who undertake to man-
age all the beneficent » genicles of the par-
ish it {8 only natural for a wife who has
her husband's interes's at heart and Is

small children In the rectory—five under 12
years of age—and the salary did not war-
rant keeping a servant. Yet the rector’s
wife drilled the cholr and sang in I, pre-
slded over the dIfferent church socleties, at-
tended all the services, made pastoral calls
in the parish, and !n every way served gs

the clergyman’'s stated assistant or paris.
worker would have done if she had re-
ceived a salary for her efforis. And tie
women of the congregation calmly per-
mitted her to do it! Never did it seem (o
oceur to them that they should throw them-
selves Into the breach and lift some of the
burden from her overwelghted shoulder
She was the rector's wife and this wos
part of her job!

* *®
Sure to Be Criticised.

Even when fewer dutles Ir 1 i
church work are lald upon the minister's
wWife, even when she s not found fault with
and judged harshiy when she doea not call
regularly upon mil the members of the
Bock. aven when she (n not accused of hav-
Ing her own fuvoritea among the church
people and showing more attention to
them than she does to othera, criticlam
awalts her in other lines

Bhall I bs making too sweeping & siate-
ment If I say that nearly overy woman in
the congregation feels she has the riEht
to pick flaws In the housekeeping of the
minister's wife, to demur at the manner in
which she trains her children and man-
ages her servants—to say nothing of the
way she treats har husband?

Think of 1t carefully; be honest with
yourself. Don't you hold the notlon that
you have a liberty in the parsonage or the
rectory or the manase which you would not
claim (n the house of any one elpe whom
you know no more intimately than you do
your minister's wife? Don't you consider
that you understand her duties and should
suggest to her changes in her manner or
her conduct as you never would to the or-
dinary friend or acqualntance? Don't you
say sometimes that someone cught to speak
to the pastor's wifa about her neglect to
call on this one or that, or upon the fact
that her front =steps are not 8o clean as they
should be or that her children whisper to-
gether in church or are late at Sunday
schonl?

If you are gulltless of any of these Incil-
nations the miniater’'s wife in your church
is lucky to bave you as & member of her
husband’'s congr=gation

I am glad to think that mors and more
the parishes that can afford It are suppiy-
ing thelr clergymen with helpers—author-
{zed alds—In this work, We not only have
the assistant minister or the curate; we
have almo the parish visitors, both men
and women; tha home missonarics,
deagonesses, and others of the same type
The time has elther gone by or ls golng
when all the Inbor the parson could not dis
charge was allotted his wife A a matter
of courms

Yot even now she han not won her i
right to her down Individuaiity, to the ps
vacy of her home, to the sama status as
the ordinary Inywomnan. Lec me echo my
correspondent and say that If this alk
will result 'n sparing anothar woman what
some ministers” wives bave endured T shall
rick rewnrd
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D’S HELPING HAND.

IMPORTANT NOTICE,

"BECAUSE of the enormous number of
lsiters sentfo the department I must ash
confributors fo limil lheir communications lo
100 words, except in cases of formules or
recipes which require grealer space. [ want
oll my correspondents to have a showing in
the Corner, and {f my request in this respect
s complied with it will be posaible lo print
mang mors lellers. ..:'
Attention i3 called fto the foct that Marion
Harland cannot receice moneg for patlerns,
as she has no conneciion with any depeariment
that sells them, = Marfon Herland.
] of warm water with three table-
spoons of sugar. Do this In the
morning. Boll three or four potatoes, mash
them, and let them cool in the water in
which they wegre Bofled. TWhan cool, add
yeast and sugar and water, and put this
to ralse. I set my yeast to'raise in the fire-
lean cooker, and it kerps warm until bed-
time, and T uss a hot brick or fiat tron in
the cooker to help In cool weather. By
evening it is in fine condition. Twoanda
EBalf guarts of the liguid will make about
four loaves I put together a small half
coup of shortening and two tablespoons of
salt and add this to the liquid, and then
#tir in enough flonr to make & good dough
L#t it raiss over night and you will have
bread fit for a king RMT"™
I give this recipa because the writer
claims so much for It: but ahe makes no
meontion of kneading or working it. and for
that reason I do not think as highly of it
ax T do of the following, which came to
me by the same mall:
I have a fine bread recipe. which I think
many would ind useful: Dissolve one calte

HIS In n fine bhread recipe, tested
for years by the writer: Put a
half cake of yeant into a half cup

yeast in two cups lukewarm water and
put with it enough flour to make a thin
batter. Set In & moderately warm place

over night. In the morning put with the
mixture a quart and a half of flour, two
cups scalded milk, a tablespoon and a
half of butter and the same of lard, two
tablespoons sugar and one of salt Knead
thoroughly and set in & warm place until
doubls its first size, then make into loaves
and piace in pans to raise sgain. This
makes four loaves and & pan of light rolla
“Mrs T. 8."

A while ago some one wrote asking for
a recipe for breadmaking, and sald sha
wanied something fitted to guide a fool! I
knew just what she meant, for to the In-
axperianced breadmaker the process |a full
of pitfalls and possibilities of mistakes.

The second recipe I have given with ita
exact measurements. and {ts instruction to
let the bread raise to twice its original bulk
can be followed even by the green hand at
breadmaking with a likelihood of good re-
sults. I wish all who gend in reclpes would
not take for granted too much knowledge
on the part of the reader, but would make
every detall clear, for the sake of the pons-
alble Ignoramuses

* W

Way to Hang Lace Curiains.

“Will you please tell me the ocorrect
way to hang lace curtains? I aman Eng-
lishwoman and a young housekeeper, and I
come to you for help. I notice most people
hava the curtalna only the length of the
windows. I have some fine Irish point and
other expensive curtains, and It sermes such
a pity to cut these curtalns, as they are
three and a half yarde long

“Mprs,. EEF. 8"

Indeed it would bema pity. and more than
B pity, cot such curtains as thoss, A
few wyenrs ago when in Dublin 1 bought
Irish lace curtsins for myself, and no mat-
ter what the passing fashion nothing would
irduce me to cut those draperiss. I know
it is the fashion to have curtains the length
of the window, but it |la also good style to
have them fall ta the floor, and you neesd
not feel yourself out of the mode If you
follow the Iatter method, or you may make
your ourtalnsa approximately window
length by your way of hanging them.
Throw them over the pole Instead of pin-
ning them and suspending them from rings.
and drape the superfluous amount as a
sort of flounce or valance at the top of the
curtain. 1 have done this myself with
great success at a window where 1 did not
wish to have the curtains fall the full
length. Do not ti2 back your curtains, but
let them hang straight

# *
Directions for Washing Comforis.

* Bome one asked for directions for wash-
ing comforis, and I was so succes=ful with
some Jast spring I am glad to s=end thia:

" First, Iny the comfort out flat and
draw into shape, making all smuoth. Note
whether any of the tles are loosened or
not, and If so retle, and tie more In the
center of each sguare, as no cotton will
remaln In place properly unless the tufis
are well and securely fastened.

"“Then place the comfort In a tub
lukewarm water in which has been dis-
solved a sma!l handful of borax Press
down and kesp under watar for ons hou..
In the meantimes scrape and dissoive thor-
oughly anes-half cake good white scap In a
gallon of hot water and add to the *ub,
pressing down the comfort so that the
soap Is weil mixed in the water. Let it
soak another hour. Work with the hands
by pressing down for a few minutes, then
take a small scrubbing brush, using more

to

r

soap, and scrub the solled places, but do
not rub on the washboard

“* Rinse by using plenty of water, at lanst
twice, and hang on liné from one end, em-
ploying a good number of pins. As soonas
it begins to dry at top change and hang
from the other end, or If you have clean
grass to =pread It upon place It with tha
wrong =lde the sun and shake lightly
occasionlly until it has partly dried, when
it can be hung on a line,

to

“* I#t me add that the Corner appeals 10
me because there are 50 many genuines
helps and there I= such a neighborly spirit
throughout the whole J. M. 8*

Thank you for the dirsctions, which
differ somewhat from those already sup-
plied by other housekeepers, And thus
to conflrm what I have nlwavs declarsd,
that thers Is more than one right way of
doing a thing well I am hrppy to know,
too, you have found the Corner of bhelp

the neighborly spirit
Let us hear

and that you feel
as much as the rest of us do
from You again.

kS -
A Danish Cook Book.

“ I would like to Inquire If thers s gny

way In which I could obtain a Danish
conk book, or If I could get some goad
recipes for sweet =oup, ablagkiver, and

kliner. I would like a book if I could get

FAMILY MEALS FOR A WEEK

SUNDAY.

BREAKFAST

Banarnns and eream puffed rice (eal them
togeiher)
Hacon.
FPopovers

Tonat

Coffee,

LUNCHEOXN,

Beef loafl
Yorkshire tea cakes,
Hashe=d potatoes, hromned
Endive mnlad
CTracksts
Jam.

tea.

Iced

DIXXER
Cream of lettuce soup
Foast shouider of veal,
krd fresh tomatoss
Potatoes bfowped o pan
Strawberry |ce creann
Cake.

® %

MONDAY.
BEREARFAET.
Oranges
Ceresl and cream,
Dried beel with ¢EE
Roll
Toast
Coffa,
LUNCEEOS.

Mince from beef ionf heated, with remainders
of baked tomaioes
Lyonnalse pointoss (a leftover)
Cake,

Teed tea.

DINNER
Cream of earro! soup.
Mution chops en cassarcis, wl
and FParlalan potatoen
Baks«d macaronl and cheese
Fresh raspberriea and cream.
Coffee.,
® *
TUESDAY.
EREAKFAET
Stewed rhubacsb

Maple fakes and cream
Bacon,

ETceD peas

Poachad sgEe.

Tonst
Quick hiscult,
+ Coffes,
LUNCHEOX.

Sen from remainder of mution ¢
Eaked polatoes.
Toasted blscuit left over from breakfast
Cream cheesa,
Eirawberry jam.
Ginger suaps
Ten.

OTY 1EwW hog-a

DINNER
Tlear IomAto FOUp.
! curry (A leflover)
Iced banaras
Bolled rice,
String beans
Sirawbesrty shortcake
Coffes,

* &
WEDNESDAY.
EREAKFASRT
Oranges
Ceéresl and cream.
Creamed exgs.
Corn muffina,
Coffee.
LUNCHEOX,

Ven?

sh ¢ sloes nllced.
s muy s {n leftover)
Stewed prunea
Cale,
DIXNER
Brown potato soup
Brolied steak.
French fried polatoes,
Young be
Queen of puddings
Coffve.

&= *
THURSDAY.
EREAEFAET.

Oranges
Hominy and cream.
Bacon omeist
Whole wheat biscuit
Toast
Coffes.
LUNCHEON.
Hizh of besf and potatoss (alefover).
Toasted Blascult (a leflover).

saind with letfuce (a leftover)
Hot gingerbread.
Iced tea.
DINKNER
Vegetable soup.
S:uffed calves” hearis
New pran.
New poOTAloss
Asparagus.
Sirawhury ice.
Coffes.
® =
FRIDAY.
BREAKFAET
Oranges
Ceareal and cream.
Creamed codfiah.
Rolls.
Tonxt
Coffes.
LUNCHEON.
Warmed over Brunswick stew,
Popovers.
Ftrawbery float
Tea.
DINNER.
Lamb soup (foundation from Brunswick siew?,
S8almon steaks.
Riced potaloss
Aspar .
Bread and raisin pudding
Coffee.
x &
SATURDAY.
EREAEKFAST.
Cranges
Cereal and cre=am.
Ekirred eogsw.
Quick Sally Lunn.
Coflee.
LL’.\'C‘HEO.\',‘
Creamed salmon In napples [leftover].
Chease toast, baked.
Asparagus salad (& IsTiovers).
Cookies
Tea.
DINXER.
Earley broth,
Veal! cutlet with tomato FAUCE.
FPotato puff s lsfiover)
Lima beats,
Eyilabub.
Cake
Coffee.

the

one and would gladly buy It If I knew
price and where toget 1t. Mie AL 1. 3

Unfortunately I cannot give you the in-
formation you wish, but there Is no douht
that some of. the Danish housekeepers
who read the Corner will be able to help
you out or that some one will know where
you can get the book you wish. The namcs
of the dishes you ask for I have printed
Just as you send them, and I take no an-
thority for their correctness. Your nams
and address will go on file, and I bope
bafore long there will be a call for th-m
from some one who can supply sither the
recipes or the bhook.

* *
Need Room Fumnishings.

“ Csn any of you who have more house-
hold goods than yYou need do something
1o help & family who have recently moved
hers from Scotland? The husband has
suffsred terribly from rheumatism through
the winter and is unable to work.,. They
have a room they could let {f it were fur-
nished, and this would help to lighten their
terrible burden, They need a rug, dress«or,
mattrass for a thres-quarter bed, plilows,
bedelothes, and towels, 1 would not ask
thin for myezelf, but I know the need of
this household. The Inltials of the man
whose family are in want of these thiags
are R. C,, and k!s home {s in Chlcago.™

The last time I moved | regretied bitic--
!y that I knew of no one to whom soma of
my surplus household good could have bheon
of service. In my new homa thers was no
place for a number of excallent plecqs, a
little worn, but still weill worth keeping,
although they would have brought no b-
ing 1£ I had tried to sell them. It may bhe
that emong the readers of the Corner thare
are some who are in a like posgition or
wheo are the posssssors of attics and lum-
ber rooms they would like to clear of
supsrfiuous objecis. In this hopa I print
the above [etter, thinking that thus some,
at least, of the wants of this destitute
Scotch family may be supplied. I hoid
their full address and will give it on appii-
cation.

*

Difficult to Clean.

‘%Wl you please Inform me how to clean
a chamols undervest? I know it cannot be
bolied or washed llke other ciothes. Also
will you plerse tell me how to clean white
ribbon? T have & beautiful on=, but It is
polled now and when I have washed other
white ribbons it has made them turn yellow
and Almsy. cC.wW.,"

A chamols vest |s rather difficult to clean,
because of the risk of its being spolled In
the dryving. Make a suds of warm water
and a good soap, putting a litle ammonia

*

have a frame to dry it on, as you would a
swealsr in like clreumstances, you mus=t
watch It carefully and pull It into shape as it
dri If sou don't take great palns you
will get 1t out shape hopelessly. For
this reason 1 think you would be winer

of

1

put into the hands of the professional
cleanser,

The white ribbon Is another matier. Was?
that, also. In =ude made of warm waler

and a good white soap, rines it in water of
the same heat, to which you have addsd a
trifle of bluing, hang i to dry. and while It
#tili is damp presa £t hetween two thick
smooth cloths. 1f you do the work propearly
there s no reason why It should not come
out looking all right. If rou prafer, wash
it in gamaline, keeping this away from the
fire or a light. Dip up and down in the
gasoline, rubbing solied spots between your
fingers and pouring the gasoline off and
exchanging It for freash when the first In
rolle But I think you can do as well with
sonp and water if you follow the Mrections
I have glven.

Should any of my readars have
worthy Instructions for washing a chamoles
vest I would be giad to recelve and prin'
them.

trust-

* ®
Dog for Prolection.

“My hushband I= away from home much
of the time, I have five amall children, and
we live In the suburbs and I am constant!y
safrald of the house being broken into by
some Iawless men In the town Do you
suppose hat any of your readers could
help me In securing a collle or & Newfound-
land dog? T will be so glad 1o get one for
the protection of my children and myself. I
am not able to pay elther express or frelghs
but I would be grateful to recelve one

“Mps M

The home of the correapondent is in Min-
slssippl, so thet any one who could give the
dog probably would have to pay a good
sized sum for ita transportation uniess
was saent from nearby, I hold the address
and wlll be giad to send it to any one who
wishes to supply her request

L *®

“Caleb’s Courtship.”

* Wil you kind!y Inform me if any one of
the readers of the Corner can tell me whers
I can get a recitation called ' Caleb's Court-
ship" T It begine something like this: *1
had no time for courtin® when I waas young
and spry.” I saw |t once In & magazine and
if any reader will furnish me with a copy
I will gladly pay postageon i. D. D, .

To you I make the same response I 414 1o
the writer of the preceding ietter. Your

Q.

with it; rub the chamols vest clean in this, application may meet the eye of some ons

as you would & chamols gloeve, and rinse In
water of the same temperature. Unless you

who can grant your wish, and in the hope
of this I have your address on fils.




